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negotiations with Napoleon had become something of a necessity, this cannot be said of the offer of a full-fledged alliance, so suddenly proffered by Alexander.
Although the actual reasons for the tsar's dramatic change of heart were never disclosed, there is little doubt that the courtesy and friendliness with which Napoleon received the emissaries of his defeated enemy after Friedland paved the way to reconciliation. The ultimate object of Napoleon, as Vandal puts it, was to establish European peace by the defeat of Great Britain. For the achievement of this aim he needed an alliance with Russia. No witness was present at the first meeting of the two emperors on the Nienian raft (June 25, N.S.), and no record of their conversation has been preserved. The following day Alexander, this time accompanied by Frederick William, again met Napoleon on the raft. Negotiations were later continued at Tilsit, where both the tsar and the king of Prussia established their headquarters. Queen Louise, too, came to Tilsit in the vain hope that her beauty and charm might soften the heart of the conquerer and win better terms for Prussia. The Russian plenipotentiaries were Prince Alexander Kurakin and Prince Dimitry Lobanov-Rostovsky, but all major issues were decided by Alexander himself. Baron Budberg, the Russian minister of foreign affairs, took no part in the negotiations; dismissed soon after these meetings, he was succeeded by Count Nicholas Rumiantsev. The Tilsit conversations covered a wide range and dealt in an often vague and dilatory fashion with the partition of Europe and the world into French and Russian spheres of influence. France was to enjoy a hegemony in western Europe, while Russia was to have a free hand in the east. Napoleon originally contemplated the dismemberment of Prussia, and he offered Alexander all territories east of the Vistula and of the Nieman. The tsar, however, faithful to his Hohenzollern ally, declined the offer, although lie agreed to annex the district of Belostok, formerly held by Prussia. Article 4 of the Franco-Russian treaty signed at Tilsit on July 7, N.S. (ratified July 9, N.S.), stated specifically that the restitution to Frederick William of even a portion of his domain was made out of regard ("par dgard") for the Emperor of All the Russias. The Franco-Russian agreement was embodied in a public treaty of peace supplemented by "secret and reserved articles/' and in a secret treaty alliance. These documents contained detailed provisions concerning the allocation of territories severed from Prussia. The most important change, from the Russian